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Cookies for skis 
The Outdoor Club raised over $270 this weekend at their bake sale! (The gingersnaps were 
ah-mAA-zing!) This will go toward their ski trip to Sunrise confirmed for Thursday, February 
13 - Friday February 14 (more on that next time).  

 
A round and a round they go 
It’s that time of year again when the New Mexico Legislature is in session. Our business 
manager and one of our county commissioners Harry Browne is up there this week in 
meetings as a representative for Grant County and also in meetings where he is representing 
our school. Thank you, Mr. Browne! Next week a group of high school students and teachers 
will head up for Grant County Days - a chance to put the spotlight on our little slice of heaven. 
We are  grateful and confident that this stellar delegation will represent us well!  

http://www.aldocs.org/
http://www.facebook.com/aldoleopoldhs


Hi ho, hi ho 
Internships and YCC kicked off last Friday. This means that all sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors are spending their Fridays acquiring skills for the workplace, learning what it is to be a 
part of something bigger than themselves, honing their communication skills, and testing 
their boundaries. YCC crew members all received a raise! 2020 marks the beginning of the 
minimum wage increase across the state of New Mexico and all wages have been increased by 
at least .50 per hour.  
 

● Archaeology crew completed their monthly monitoring at the Dragonfly site while 
training new crew members in the SiteWatch protocol. 

● Trails crew hiked at the Spring Street trailhead to Boston Hill (rebuilt last summer by the 
summer YCC trail crew) and at the City of Rocks to learn about the principles of trail 
engineering. 

 

 

Last semester’s trail crew on the Tree Rock trail at the university 
 

● Murals crew worked at the shop and prepared to add more to the Dia de Los Muertos 
mural at the Silver City Museum.  

● Garden crew beautified the 10th street median and prepared for their project to 
establish a native and veggie garden at WNMU. 

● Eco-monitoring headed out to the bird sanctuary and learned more about conducting 
avian surveys and monitored for feral cattle. 

 
Back, back, back in time (If your child was in Mr. Cantrell’s class, you will be saying that as a jingle) 
This Friday the middle school will take the magic school buses out to Fuller Road which is 
almost in Lordsburg for a trip to paleolithic times. Out there we will meet local geologist Billy 
Lee who will school us on how to see evidence of the people who came before us and what that 
evidence tells us about how these people lived. The forecast is calling for a beautiful day! Please 
help your middle schooler whose brain is not yet completely wired to remember their BIG 5: 
two reusable water bottles, a brimmed hat, healthy lunch and snacks, sturdy walking shoes, 
journal and pencil. 

https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=32.77&lon=-108.275#.XihFk1NKit9


Rock on! (I know, it’s too obvious) 
Last Friday the Community Orientation class, 9th 
graders only now, watched a documentary about 
geology and then spent the afternoon on Boston Hill 
with a local geologist to see for themselves what their 
town is literally made of. (All photos taken by 
students in the CO class).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Friday CO will be hiking to the Big Tree 
out past Fort Bayard. By now the BIG 5 
should be de rigueur (required by etiquette 
or current fashion).  
 
 



S.O.S 
 

Here at Aldo, we work hard to teach kids how to be a part of a 
community. How to create a community, how to figure out what 
your role in that community is going to be, how to give what you 
can, and how to appreciate the contributions of others. In part this 
is why we ask families to give two hours a month to the school. 
When you give of your time you feel a part of something, and we 
know that being a part of something is essential for emotional and 
mental well being-individual and community wide. Our most 
urgent need right now is support with the lunch program on both 
campuses. Lunch needs to be picked up at the Guadalupe 
Montessori School at 11:10 and then delivered to the high school 
and then to the middle school. This takes about 45 minutes-tops. 
Next we need people to serve lunch on both campuses. Lunch starts 
at the high school at 11:55 and at the middle school at 12:00. Service 
takes 30 minutes and if you want to stay to help clean up, extra 
points for you! Call Andrea (middle school) or Cathie (high school) 
to begin feeling awesome!  
 
 

Junior Savannah, sporting her swag as a member of the Silver High Track team, gets lunch at the high 
school.  
 
STAY HOME! 
Last week the high school came close to having to close its doors for a few days because so 
many students were out with the flu. This state mandated precaution is to prevent the spread 
of the illness to more people. According to the Centers for Disease Control the following is a 
list of flu symptoms. If your child is exhibiting any of these we ask you to please keep them at 
home and to call your health care practitioner if you have any questions.  

● fever* or feeling feverish/chills. 
● cough. 
● sore throat. 
● runny or stuffy nose. 
● muscle or body aches. 
● headaches. 
● fatigue (tiredness) 
● some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common in children than 

adults.  
 

 
 



The hills are alive with the sound of middle schoolers 
The middle school spent all of last Friday exploring Boston Hill. Each advisory walked over five 
miles! We found rooms built into the hills from when Boston Hill was mined; we walked on, 
layed on, ran on, and ate lunch on the Net; we napped in the bear grass; we marched with 
yucca stalks; a couple advisories held cats at 
the animal shelter; and we sat at the very top 
and read a history and tribute to this 
extraordinary place.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This is what school looks like on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
You didn’t get mail on Monday and the banks were closed, government offices were not 

available, and some schools in our area were not in 
session. The hope is that people will devote 
themselves to service on this to honor the righteous 
contributions to our country that Civil Rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave. At Aldo, we were 
in session and focused on those that have made a 
positive contribution to our nation.  
Last year we focused on the man himself, and this 
year we focused on the Women’s Rights Movement 
to honor the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution which 
gave women the right to vote. The day started off 
with a fascinating talk by WNMU professor Dr. 
Deborah Heller about the Bluestockings of England 
in the mid-1700s. These “Feminists Before 
Feminism” opened their homes to men and women 

to debate and discuss philosophy, religion, science, and other intellectual topics of the day. 
The day continued with a mock trial against multinational corporations, a suffragette 
reenactment by our school psychologist Siah Hemphill, and viewing the movie Iron Jawed Ladies 
about the women who worked tirelessly for the right 
of all American women to vote.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Clockwise from the top) Siah being a suffragette. Tenth 
grader Molly mc’d the days events. Ninth grader Allen serves 
as the judge in the People vs. Global Sweatshops role play. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bluestocking-British-literary-society
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGyB3tV9kU0


Middle School on MLK Day 
❏ Mr. Cantrell read several Dr. Seuss stories to his six graders and then they did activities 

about this legendary author’s themes of social justice. They also spent time learning 
about other civil rights leaders - Ghandi, Caesar Chavez, and Mr. Cantrell’s dad! 
Honestly, Mr. Cantrell is always teaching how to be good citizens - it’s in his blood 
apparently.  

❏ Ms. Chaney, Ms. Aversa, and the 7th graders watched the movie Whale Rider  . This is the 
story of an 11-year old girl in a patriarchal New Zealand tribe who must rebel against her 
beloved grandfather to prove her belief that she is destined to be the tribe’s new chief 
contrary to years of tradition that this role is filled by a male. In the afternoon, they did 
an activity outside to act out what it is to be rooted in one’s beliefs and to be “stuck in the 
mud”- stubborn and inflexible. Then they sat in circle and discussed the movie’s themes 
of independence and leadership. They also watched a history of the Maori and the Hakas 
(war dances). 

❏ The eighth graders joined the high school for Dr. Heller’s talk about the Bluestockings 
and then used the notes they took during the presentation in the afternoon to discuss 
and do more research on these quiet reformers.  

 
If you dare…. 
Please check out what our new middle school update team is reporting on.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=whale+rider+trailer&oq=Whale+rider+tr&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.7637j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TBc9xYQCpnS8s0CYarbVr-Sc1bSAsRrpt5c3nY2ZRCg/edit

